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Fundamentally, the
SpecialLink Early
Childhood Inclusion

Quality Scale works.
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Debra Mayer, Director
Sharon Irwin, Senior
Researcher and Trainer
Lisa Maloney, Resource Centr¢
Cheryl Duffy, Symposium
Registrar, Community Living
Manitoba

Claire Funk, desk top
publishing

Sandy Tolman Webmaster,
University of Winnipeg

Lynn Cooper, Strategic
Planning

Ray Blumenfeld, We
Communications, Symposium
Sourcebook

Dr. Sharon Irwin and Dr.
Donna Lero and have been
leading the work on the
revisions and updates to our
Specialink Early Childhood
Inclusion Quality Scale our
Inclusion Rating Scales and
to the assessment of their
reliability and validity. This
included checking all data
collected by different observ-
ers in different jurisdictions,
investigating discrepancies,
collecting information about
the number of children with
special needs in the room and
in the centre. Relevant litera-
ture was reviewed, particu-
larly on assessing the
reliability and validity of the
ECERS-R to inform analysis
planning, and on Canadian
and US studies that included
any assessments of inclusion
quality in child care programs.

Assessment of Reliability of
each scale has been com-
pleted using inter-item analy-
sis and Cronbach Alpha.
Correlational and Factor
Analyses were used to
determine the extent to which
the Principles and Practices
are indeed separate scales;
whether or not there are
subscales or discrete clusters
on items within either scale.
Finally, analysis examined
how scores relate to
Directors’ perceptions of
centre effectiveness in
providing inclusive child care
in their community, the
centre’s inclusion history, and
directors’ perceptions of the
strengths and challenges
experienced in their centre in
providing effective, inclusive
child care.

The expanded version of the
SpecialLink Early Childhood
Inclusion Quality Scale (formerly
known as the SpeciaLink Inclusion
Principles and Practices Scales)
will be published in Summer,
2009. It will incorporate feedback
from over 2500 people who were
trained to use the SpecialLink
Inclusion Scale all across Canada
and the United States.

Fundamentally, the SpeciaLink
Early Childhood Inclusion Quality
Scale works. Reporters found the
concepts clear and were
generally able to achieve inter-
rater reliability at 85% or higher,
acceptable for research purposes.
Many provinces and regions now
require periodic use of the Scales
in their inclusive centres. In the
expanded version (2009) many
points of clarification have been
added to increase precision in
scoring, but that the items and
indicators have not been changed.



In this membership year,
Specialink staff, board and
associates offered a wide
range of training about
inclusion across Canada, in
the USA and Israel . We
appreciate the support and
interest of training
organizers!

First Provincial
Aboriginal Infant
Development
Conference, Inclusion of
Aboriginal Children with
Special Needs and Their

Families Chase, BC April 8-9,
2008 with Debra Mayer: Creating
a Place for All Children

Building Inclusion
Leadership co-sponsored
by Partnerships for
Inclusion-Nova Scotia
and Early Intervention-

Nova Scotia, for directors
who have participated in the PFI-
NS initiative over the past 5
years. April 18 and 19. 2008 with
Dr. Sharon Hope Irwin, with PFI
staff (Carolyn Webber, Elizabeth
Hicks, Shannon Harrison, Margo
Barrett and Elizabeth Mac-
donald).

Early Childhood
Inclusion Workshop
hosted by Children’s

Choice Co-op with Debra
Mayer May 3, 2008 Prince
Albert, SK

Early Childhood
Educators of British
Columbia (ECEBC) 37th

spring conference

with Ruth Bancroft, SpeciaLink
Board Member: Put out the
Welcome Mat: The Principles and
Practices of Inclusion May 29-31,
2008

First Nation Day Care

Directors Workshop. A Talk
about Inclusion, with Debra Mayer
October 24th, 2008 Scanterbury,

Manitoba

Division for Early Child-
hood, Council for Excep-
tional Children’s 24th
Annual International
Conference on Young
Children with Special

Needs and Their Families
How to Measure Inclusion Qual-
ity—and Why with Debra Mayer
and Dr. Sharon Hope Irwin
October 30, 2008 Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

Customized training for the
Government of Newfound-
land and Labrador Depart-
ment of Health and
Community Services.

A two-day training session titled
Places for All Children — How to
Measure Inclusion Quality in
Child Care (and Why?) with Dr.
Sharon Hope Irwin St. John’s,
Newfoundland Labrador.
November 18th-19th, 2008

Customized training for
Nova Scotia Department
of Community Services
Early Childhood Devel-

opment Services. Policy &
Program Development -
Special training for Early

Childhood Development Officers with
Debra Mayer November 27, 2008

Mount Saint Vincent University,
Child and Youth Study, Nova

Scotia Creating Places for All
Children & Inclusion Visionaries,  with
Debra Mayer ; Sydney NS: October 4-6
2009; Halifax: November 28/29, 2009

Early Childhood Resource

Services—ErinoakKids
Customized Training for the trans-
disciplinary team with Debra Mayer
December 15/16, 2008 Brampton
Ontario

Manitoba Education Research
Network Early Learning

Research Forum Creating Places for
All Children: Measuring Inclusion Quality
In Early Childhood Programs, with Debra
Mayer January 16, 2009 Winnipeg
Manitoba.

The MOFET Institute Inclusion in
Canada with Debra Mayer for lecturers
from various colleges of education and
representatives of the Special Education
Department in Israel’'s Ministry of
Education. February 3, 2009 in Tel-Aviv,
Israel.

Israelis learn about inclusion at the Mofet Institue



“Genuine
universal

inclusive child
care must

become one of
the pillars of the
Canada we want
— along with our
commitment to
democracy, our
Charter of Rights
and Freedoms,
and our

traditions of
peacekeeping .”
Dr. Sharon Irwin,
Address to the Class
of 00, University of
Winnipeg
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Early Childhood Inclusion: Applying Lessons Learna&l National

Symposium
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Read all about it in
The National Post

Debra Mayer of
Specialink and Dixie
Mitchell of NBACL
promote inclusive
early learning and
child care and its
importance for long-
term inclusion; some
of the challenges we
face and NBACL's
work to address these.
The article was part of
an 8 page supplement
sponsored by CACL
(the Canadian
Association for
Community Living) in
the National Post
whose objectives were
to highlight CACL'’s
10-year Agenda
objectives.

Inclusion: Making the
most of life; National
Post (2/18/09)
http://www.nationalpos
t.com/related/links/stor
y.html?id=1304748

(don't forget to read
the rest of the articles!)

Thanks to our 2008-09 board of directors
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The National Centre for Child Care Inclusion
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION -
MARCH 31, 2009
2009 2008
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
$ $
Cash 41,411 50,624
Accounts receivable
(NOTE 2) 17,892 3,021
GST / HST recoverable 2,931 2,401
Prepaid expenses 4,087 -
Inventory - resale - 978
66,321 57,024
CAPITAL ASSETS
( net of amortization ) 1,142 1,632
$ $
67,463 58,656
LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued$ $
liabilities 2,400 2,000
Deferred revenue - 2008
Conference - 50,493
2,400 52,493
NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED NET
ASSETS 65,063 6,163
$ $
67,463 58,656
Hemenway Silver, Chartered Accountants

Specialink

The National Centre for Child Care Inclusion
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2009

2009 2008
REVENUES
C.C.L grant - 2008/2009 and
2007/2008 $ 17,500 $ 35,000
C.C.L grant - holdback, final
payment 17,500 -
Other funding grants 18,000 -
Project training workshop
revenues 27,336 57,732
Revenues - sale of books,
DVD, etc 6,436 6003
Membership fees 2,797 2,185
Rebates for GST / HST
[@50%] 530 2,432
90,099 103,379
2008 Conference, net profit 49,849 -
2008 Conference, core cost
recoveries 17,846 -
157,794 103,379
EXPENSES
Amortization - office
equipment 490 699
Staff salaries and benefits 63,433 47,339
Costs - sale of books,
DVD's, etc 6,207 o
Project and workshop
expenses 4,657 18,770
Project sub-contractors fees
and expenses 18,160 ,6218
Office and administration
expenses 2,359 3,80
Professional fees 2,400 2,000
Travel 1,188 *B12
98,894 104,385
EXCESS OF EXPENSES
OVER
REVENUES FOR THE
YEAR 58,900 (1,006)
Unrestricted net assets,
beginning of year 6,163 7,169
UNRESTRICTED NET
ASSETS, MARCH 31 65,063 6,163







