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Overview:

Í Background

Í Early Childhood Work 
Group, Health and 
Learning Knowledge 
Centre, Canadian  
Council on Learning

Í Our questions and 
what we did

Í What we heard



Early Childhood Work 
Group

ÍCanadian Council on Learning promoting and 

supporting evidence - based decisions about learning throughout all 
stages of life, from early childhood through to the senior years.

www.ccl -cca.ca

ÍHealth and Learning Knowledge Centre one 

of 5 Knowledge Centres (Early Childhood Learning, Aboriginal Learning, 
Adult Learning, Work and Learning)

ÍHealth literacy

ÍSustaining healthy communities of learning

ÍBuilding capacity

Í11 working groups

http://www.ccl-cca.ca/
http://www.ccl-cca.ca/
http://www.ccl-cca.ca/


ECWG Membership

Í Canadian Child Care Federation
Í Centre for Excellence in Early Childhood 

Development
Í Early Childhood Learning Knowledge Centre 
Í Early Childhood Education training (post 

secondary institutions)
Í FPT Early Childhood Development and Early 

Learning and Child Care Working Group.  
Í Healthy Child Manitoba
Í Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP)
Í Community Health Nurses Association of Canada
Í National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal 

Health 



Partnerships

ÍTo identify issues

ÍTo plan project

ÍTo access network ñnetwork of 
networksò

ÍTo share and disseminate 
information

ÍTo support and lead meaningful 
connection with the community



Health and Learning

Health and learning are intertwined and 
cannot be separated. When one is 

compromised so is the other.



Target Audience Project

What we did:

ÍExplore the relationship between 
health and learning 

ÍCommunity - based research
Participatory, collaborative, evolving and 

involving

ÍSurveys, focus groups and 
interviews



Target Audience Project

Our questions :

ÍWhere do you go for health 
information?

ÍWhat kind of information format works 
best for you?

ÍDo you have difficulty finding health 
information?

ÍWhat kind of health information do you 
need and want for your family?



Target Audience Project

Who we spoke with:

ÍParents

ÍEarly Childhood Educators

ÍHealth Care Professionals

ÍEarly Childhood Education Faculty



Survey: Parents in Special 
Needs Project 

ÍPartnership with CUPW Special Needs 
Project

Í483 parents members with children with 
disabilities

ÍHealth information questionnaire part of 
spring Advisor phone interview

ÍTarget Audience Project provided data 
analysis

ÍProject development information for 
Special Needs Project 



Where do members in the 
Special Needs Project live?



Survey: Parents in Special 

Needs Project

What did parents say?

Í Parents use and prefer multiple formats of 
health informationé.on average 3.

Í Used and preferred formats are the same across 
ages of child and parts of the country. 

1. Personal contact with a health professional

2. Website/internet

3. Articles



Survey: Parents in Special 
Needs Project

What did parents say?

ÍHealth concerns during past year

ÍEmotional health

ÍSocial behaviour

ÍIntellectual development

ÍNutrition

ÍLooking for health information 

ÍEmotional health

ÍSocial behaviour

Ínutrition


